Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.115; data-to-parameter ratio = 7.4.
Related literature
For the crystal structures of related compounds, see: Adhikesavalu & Venkatesan (1982) . For details of the biological activities of imidazolidine-containing compounds, see: Sasho et al., 1994 . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987 .
Experimental
Crystal data C 20 H 18 N 4 M r = 314.38 Orthorhombic, Pca2 1 a = 15.445 (3) Å b = 9.753 (2) Å c = 11.411 (2) Å V = 1718.9 (6) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.07 mm À1 T = 293 (2) K 0.24 Â 0.14 Â 0.08 mm
Data collection
Rigaku R-AXIS RAPID IP areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (ABSCOR; Higashi, 1995) T min = 0.982, T max = 0.994 12952 measured reflections 1607 independent reflections 1291 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.038 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.041 wR(F 2 ) = 0.114 S = 1.13 1607 reflections 218 parameters 1 restraint H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.17 e Å À3 Á min = À0.15 e Å À3
Data collection: RAPID-AUTO (Rigaku, 2004); cell refinement: RAPID-AUTO; data reduction: RAPID-AUTO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. broad spectrum of biological activities (Sasho et al., 1994) . Here, we report the crystal structure of (I).
In (I) ( Fig. 1) , all bond lengths are normal (Allen et al., 1987) and in a good agreement with those reported previously (Adhikesavalu & Venkatesan., 1982) . The imidazolidine ring (C8-C10/N3/N4) makes dihedral angles of 86.74 (2) and 81.18 (3)°, respectively, with two benzene rings (C1-C6; C15-C20). In the absence of classical intermolecular interactions, the crystal packing is stabilized by van der Waals forces.
Experimental
A solution of 2-(imidazolidin-2-ylidene)malononitrile 1.34 g (10 mmol) and sodium hydride 0.3 g dissolved in anhydrous acetonitrile (20 ml), and dropwise added over a period of 10 min to a solution of 1-(chloromethyl)benzene 2.53 (20 mmol) in acetonitrile (10 ml) at 273 K. The mixture was stirred at 353 K for 3 h. The solvent was removed and the residue was purified by flash chromatography (1:1 cyclohexane:dichloromethane) to give I as a white solid (2.67 g, 85%). Single crystals suitable for X-ray measurements were obtained by recrystallization from ethanol at room temperature. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with atom labels and 40% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
Figures

2-(1,3-Dibenzylimidazolidin-2-ylidene)malononitrile
Geometric parameters (Å, °)
N4-C10 1.345 (4) C7-H7A 0.9700 N4-C7 1.463 (4) C7-H7B 0.9700 N4-C8 1.470 (4) C16-C17 1.392 (5) N3-C10 1.339 (4) C16-H16A 0.9300 N3-C9 1.448 (4) C18-C17 1.360 (6) N3-C14 1.453 (4) C18-C19 1.361 (7) C10-C11 1.415 (5) C18-H18A 0.9300 C15-C20 1.379 (5) C19-C20 1.401 (6) C15-C16 1.381 (5) C19-H19A 0.9300 C15-C14 1.504 (5) C9-H9A 0.9700 C11-C12 1.402 (5) C9-H9B 0.9700 C11-C13 1.402 (5) C20-H20A 0.9300 C6-C5 1.370 (5) C17-H17A 0.9300 C6-C1 1.380 (6) C4-C3 1.354 (9) C6-C7 1.503 (5) C4-C5 1.402 (7) C13-N2 1.153 (5) C4-H4A 0.9300 C8-C9 1.512 (5) C5-H5A 0.9300 C8-H8A 0.9700 C1-C2 1.368 (6) 
